
Maj Gen Charles Bolden, Jr.
Born August 19, 1946, originally from Columbia, 
S.C., He is a Distinguished Graduate of the U.S. 
Naval Academy. A 34-year U.S. Marine Corps 
veteran, he accumulated more than 6,500 łight hours 
in more than 40 aircraft.  He łew 100 combat 
missions in the A-6A Intruder in Vietnam before 
attending the U.S. Naval Test Pilot School and 
serving as an ordnance test pilot at NATC Patuxent 
River, MD. Selected as a NASA Astronaut in 1980,  
he łew 4 space shuttle missions including as pilot on the Hubble Space Telescope 
deploy mission and mission commander for the ŀrst joint U.S. – Russian space 
shuttle mission with a Russian Cosmonaut serving as a mission specialist crew 
member.  He would later serve as the 12th NASA Administrator during both terms 
of the Obama Administration.  He and his wife, Alexis have two adult children, Col. 
A. Ché Bolden USMC (Ret.) and Dr. Kelly M. Bolden, MD and ŀve grandchildren 
– Mikaley, Kyra, Talia, Walker, and Lenox.


