
Velta Haney Benn 
Alexandria, Virginia 

  Inducted in 1983, Velta Haney Benn was active in Virginia aviation for nearly 40 years. She 

accumulated more than 40,000 hours of flying time and earned a wide range of advanced pilot ratings. A former 

member of the Women’s Airforce Service Pilots, or Wasps, she was an FAA flight examiner and was the first 

woman to qualify to make takeoffs and landings in a jet aboard an aircraft carrier. 

 


