
Carolyn A. Guertin 

 

Carolyn A. Guertin (1928–2020) was the first female member of the Civil Air Patrol and the eleventh member overall. She joined 

the Civil Air Patrol on 1 December 1941, its founding date. She served the organization in multiple ground roles during World War II, 

including tracking in-flight aircraft. In 1952, Guertin founded a Civil Air Patrol squadron in Richmond, Virginia. The squadron was 

later named "The Carolyn A. Guertin Cadet Squadron" in her honor. At 92, Guertin was promoted to the rank of colonel within the 

Civil Air Patrol. She was awarded the Congressional Gold Medal in December 2014 for her contributions to the Civil Air Patrol's 

actions in World War II. 
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